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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)K Responsive to communication(s) filed on 23 AuQust 2004 . 
2a)^ This action is FINAL. 2b)n This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fonnal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex pa/te Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) K Claim(s) 1j7 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim(s) 1^7 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)13 The drawing(s) filed on 1/20/00 is/are: a)l3 accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet{s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
11 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

1 2)M Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)l3 All b)n Some * c)^ None of: 

1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 6) □ Other: . 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTOL-326 (Rev. 1^4) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 01 1 22005 



Application/Control Number: 09/488,183 
Art Unit: 2614 



Page 2 



DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 
1 . . Applicant's arguments filed on August 23, 2004 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

Regarding independent claims 1 and 7, the Applicant argues that, "the '477 publication to 
Hassell et al does not include a time shifted electronic program guide. . ." 

Moreover the Applicant argues that, "the '477 Hassell et al publication does not include 
the time-shifting (displayed by the electronic program guide) caused by interaction of the same, 
[and that] the electronic program guide of the '477 Hassell et al publication is not synchronized 
with the display of the remainder of the program and/or subsequent programs." 

Finally, the Applicant concludes that, "ahhough the electronic program guide of '477 
Hassell et al publication is adjusted in response to recording a program, the details of the 
electronic program locations are not time shifted to take into account the overlaps between 
programs, as in Applicant's currently amended application." 

* In response, the Examiner respectftiUy disagrees with the Applicant because the Hassell 
et al publication clearly teaches a time shifted electronic program guide as described in ^ [0037]- 
[0038] and each column 147 of row 145 in Fig. 5b, where a stored program or stored programs 
may be listed using row 145 of program listings grid 141 to "indicate currently stored 
programs. ..like an additional channel" (see [0037]). The Hassell et al reference discloses that 
delayed or stored programming may be time-shifted and synchronized with the display of other 
channels and programming that are listed in the electronic program guide as displayed in Fig. 5b. 
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Furthermore, the delayed or stored programs (Program 1, Program 2 and Program 3) shown row 
145 of Fig 5b, are time-shifted to take into account any overlaps between programs. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

2. " The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
* international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Hassell et al (US 
2003/015477 Al). 

As to claims 1 and 7, Hassell discloses a television data receiving apparatus (Set-Top 
Box 28, Fig. 2) which allows the display of a series of programs at the location where data is 
received (see Television 36 and Set-Top Box 28, Fig. 2, and ^ [0008]); means for receiving data 
for generating an electronic program guide (EPG) at said at least one location (Set-Top Box 28) 
which indicates a schedule of programs (H [0017]) and other information (see weather 
information, web links, etc, part. 17) which can be displayed... (^ [0007] and [0018]); means 
whereby the display of a program can be delayed (by storing or recording a program and 
subsequent programs for later playback) and data received for subsequent programs stored in a 
memory means (Digital Storage Device 31) for selective display at a later time (H [0020]-[0021]); 
wherein the EPG at said at least one locations is time shifted (i.e., since Fig. 5b shows recorded 
programs only in row 145 (channel 2) of the EPG, relative to other available broadcast programs 
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(channels 3,4,5) for viewing, the time slots (65) of Fig. 5b must represent adjusted playback 
times for the recorded programs on channel 2 and the same time slots (65) represent the current 
and future times for the available programs on channels 3, 4 and 5.) in response to the delay in 
display (local or otherwise) of subsequent programs (see row 145, Fig. 5b and ^ [0037]-[0038]) 
so as to provide synchronization of the time shifted EPG details with said display of program or 
programs. , . The Hassell et al publication clearly teaches a time shifted electronic program guide 
as described in T| [0037]-[0038] and each column 147 of row 145 in Fig. 5b, where a stored 
program or stored programs may be listed using row 145 of program listings grid 141 to 
"indicate currently stored programs. . .like an additional channel" (see ^ [0037]). The Hassell et 
al reference discloses that delayed or stored programming may be time-shifted and synchronized 
with the display of other channels and programming that are listed in the electronic program 
guide as displayed in Fig. 5b. Furthermore, the delayed or stored programs (Program 1, Program 
2 and Program 3) shown row 145 of Fig 5b, are time-shifted to take into account any overlaps 
between programs. 

As for claim 2, Hassell discloses said television data receiving apparatus (Set-Top Box 28) 
wherein the schedule generated for said EPG is linked to the use of a local memory at said at 
least one location and display (Digital Storage Device 31, Fig. 2, and U [0020]-[0021]) so as to 
automatically reflect scheduhng adjustments caused by the time shifting (e.g., the time slots 65 
for recorded programs in row 145, Fig, 5b) of broadcast programs by the user selected to delay 
display of said program (^ [0037]-[0038]). 

As for claim 3, Hassell discloses said television data receiving apparatus (Set-Top Box 28) 
wherein the EPG means receives a first signal to indicate the commence of a delay in broadcast 
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of program data and commencement of storage of the same in said memory means (i.e., a 
"record" command, see Grid 60, Fig. 5B and ^ [0042]-[0043]), and a second signal to indicate 
when the viewing of said data recommences (i.e., a "play" command, ^1 [0040]) and adjusts the 
EPG to take into account the time period between said first and second signals (H [0037]-[0038]). 

As for claim 4, Hassell discloses said television data receiving apparatus (Set-Top Box 28) 
wherein said first and/or second signals and/or additional signals are received by said means for 
generating said EPG (^ [0040] and [0042]-[0043]) and indicate the particular program and 
channel, which have been selectively delayed by the user (see Program 1, etc. and Channel 2 of 
row 145, Fig. 5b). 

As for claim 5, Hassell discloses said television data receiving apparatus (Set-Top Box 28) 
wherein said EPG is adjusted (in Fig. 5b, the time slots (65) of Fig. 5b represent adjusted 
playback times for the recorded programs on channel 2 and the same time slots (65) represent the 
current and future times for the available programs on channels 3, 4 and 5) by generating an 
additional display feature which indicates the actual viewing schedule of the user, including any 
delays in viewing of programs (^ [0037]-[0038]), 

As for claim 6, Hassell discloses said television data receiving apparatus wherein said 
EPG is displayed as a grid (grid 60, Fig. 5b, and ^ [0030]) with a number of rows (rows 141 or 
145, Fig. 5b, and ^ [0030]), each indicating a channel and located with respect to a time band 
(see channel and time band. Fig. 5b, and par. Tj [0030]-[0031]), and if a selected delay of a 
program is made by the user, and additional row is generated on said EPG (row 145, Fig, 5b) to 
indicate the real-time viewing schedule for the user at the apparatus location, including the delay 
(1I[0037]-[0038]). 
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Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1,1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael W. Hoye whose telephone number is (703) 305-6954. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday from 8:30 AM to 5 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Miller, can be reached at (703) 305-4795. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Please address mail to be delivered by the United States Postal 
Service (USPS) as follows: 

Mail Stop 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
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Please address mail to be delivered by other delivery services 
(Federal Express (Fed Ex), UPS, DHL, Laser, Action, Purolator, 
etc.) as follows: 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
220 20^ Street South 

Customer Window, Mail Stop 

Crystal Plaza Two, Lobby, Room 1B03 
Arlington, Virginia 22202 

Or faxed to: (703) 872-9306 



Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal Drive, 
Arlington, VA, Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 



Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to customer service whose telephone number is (703) 308-HELP. 



Michael W. Hoye 
January 13, 2005 




TECHNOLOGY CENTER 



